
   ORDER OF WORSHIP    
 

Hands That Consecrate 
 
Maundy Thursday April 9, 2020 
 7:00 p.m. 
 
As We Gather 
Holy Thursday begins the great three days that commemorate how God 
accomplished our salvation in Jesus Christ. The first part of the service is 
confession and forgiveness, the culmination of the Lenten season of 
repentance. Holy Thursday then recalls two central events leading up to Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. First is the Lord’s Supper. The Gospel tells of the Holy 
Thursday night when, during the Passover meal, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is My body.” He then took 
the cup, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My blood of the new 
covenant.” The old covenant involved regular repeated animal sacrifice. This 
new covenant involves the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus’ blood, which fulfilled 
the old covenant once for all. We now share this Meal regularly in 
remembrance of Jesus’ all-availing sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins. The 
second central event recalled tonight is the abandonment of Jesus by all who 
loved Him. This is remembered by the action of stripping the altar while Psalm 
22 is sung or read. This reminder of how Jesus was forsaken also assures us 
that Jesus is with us at times when we feel forsaken. 

  PREPARATION   
 
PRELUDE “Beautiful Savior” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
  



OPENING HYMN 
436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray . . .  

 
People: Amen.  



CONFESSION AND  
GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Please join me in this prayer to confess our sin and ask God for 

forgiveness 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
 
 

  WORD   
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Exodus 24:3–11 (ESV) 
 

3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the 
rules. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words 
that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the 
words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses 
took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw 
against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the 
hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will 



do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the blood and threw it on 
the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has 
made with you in accordance with all these words.”  

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet 
as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 
11 And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they 
beheld God, and ate and drank.  

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  Hebrews 9:11–22 (ESV) 
 

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats 
and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
o-f very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 



Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
  



HYMN 
622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:26-30 

 
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 

and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is 



poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” 30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to 
the Mount of Olives.  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON  “Hands That Consecrate” 
  
 
MUSICAL OFFERING & OFFERING 
 “Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness” 

Text-to-give:  810-285-7861 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
The altar is stripped of its paraments, candles, and other appointments to demonstrate the 
bareness of the cross and help us reflect on the emptiness of the world without Christ. 
 
While the pastor’s strip the altar, join in singing the hymn, “Chief of Sinners Though 
I Be”.  



HYMN 
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
There is no benediction as the service continues tomorrow evening at 7:00 
p.m. with the Good Friday Tenebrae. 


